
Safeguarding Update -  April 2021 

As we approach the Safeguarding Diocesan Mass of Thanksgiving on Saturday 15th May at 11.30am 

in St Barnabas Cathedral, celebrated by Bishop Patrick, with Safeguarding Sunday the day after in 

Sunday 16th May, when Bishop Patrick will be sending a pastoral letter to be read in all parishes that 

weekend, we thought we would say a few words about Safeguarding. Another date for the diary is 

The Day of Prayer for the victims and survivors of abuse, which is Tuesday 4th May. 

The first words in the National Catholic Safeguarding Commission policy statement are "Every 

human being has a value which we acknowledge as coming directly from God's creation of male and 

female in his own image and likeness. We believe therefore that all people should be valued, 

supported and protected from harm. We recognise the personal dignity and rights of vulnerable 

people towards whom the Church has a special responsibility".  It is this belief that informs the 

structures and processes of both the Diocese and the Parish in seeking to protect vulnerable 

people.  It is an opportune moment to remind us all of the importance of this work and to be ever 

vigilant in our daily parish life.  In practice, this means that any member of the parish who performs 

duties that bring them into contact with vulnerable people need to be certified through the DBS 

application process. Yes, this means paperwork, but if we need reminding of the importance of this, 

we only need to watch the news. 

 

A new system is now being used by the Diocese. It is called Safesys, which is an internet based, 

information management system. The reason for the change is as a direct result of the IICSA inquiry 

in 2019, which highlighted the difficulties when dioceses are using a variety of systems, many of 

which are not web based and therefore do not provide the information we need to audit our 

compliance with policy.    The practical implication for us is that we will no longer follow an email link 

to fill in an online form. Instead, the Safeguarding Representative will hand you the forms to 

complete, before the he/she then verifies your ID in the usual way before sending to the 

Safeguarding Officer at the Diocese to do the rest.  With Claire Mackenzie having departed, this 

function is now performed, temporarily by Fr Joe Wheat, until Claire's permanent replacement is 

found." 

 

Tony Howlings 


